
YESJ Echos

 "For all that has been 
'Thanks'; to all that will be 

`Yes'."

 Every New Year provides an op-
portunity for reflection. Scattered 
amongst the pleasures of our suc-
cesses there may also be the painful 
acknowledgement of our mistakes. 
Failure seems to occupy much more 
of our consciousness than success. 
This is a time when many of us make 
lists of resolutions, of things to do 
or to stop doing. There is a desire 
to change our lives and to make a 
fresh start. We set out with the best 
intentions, but our goals may not 
materialize and our promises may 
not be honoured. The whole pro-
cess may seem meaningless and we 
might even  ask 'why bother at all?' 
But we should not lose heart. Each 
resolution is a challenge. We may 
not  hit all of our targets, but what 
matters is a desire for change and a 

small step in the right direction. As 
the old Chinese saying goes: A trip 
of 1000 miles begins with a single 
step. Taking the first step towards 
change brings the prospect of en-
gaging with the joy, excitement and 
meaning of life.

 Some say that success de-
pends upon a formula of desire, 
planning, commitment and hard 
work. We may do all these things, 
but there is no guarantee of suc-
cess. Achieving a desired goal is 
perhaps praiseworthy and satis-
fying, but so is the learning which 
comes from failures, mistakes and 
the endeavour to overcome them. 
There is much to recommend this 
less beaten path. Adversity should 
be treated as a spur to move for-
ward rather than to give up. Every 
experience teaches us something 
new. They say that the difference 
between a person in heaven and a 
person in hell is that the person in 
heaven got up one more time.
Dear friends, in this New Year, my 
sincere wish is that we each take 
positive steps towards bettering 
ourselves. May we also love a little 
more, because in loving we share.

 our very selves with others. I thank 
God for the opportunities that God 
has given to YESJ in the last four 
months to share our love. Humbly 
and willingly, YESJ says 'YES - to 
Love More...' for the year 2017.

Fr Bala Bollineni, SJ   

"A trip of 1000 
miles begins with 

a single step."
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Be happy for this moment. This moment is your life - Omar Khayyam
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You raze the old to raise the new - Justina Chen

YOUTH EMPOWERING SERVICE JESUITS
Youth Empowering Service-Jesuits’(YESJ) mission aims to bring social, emotional, psychological, 
spiritual and practical help to those young people in need irrespective of their caste, religion and 
social background. We aim to create for both these categories of organized and unorganized youth 
to come together- to be sensitized to each other’s needs and concerns, to be of support and solidarity 
in each other’s struggles, and to reflect on concerns that affect one and all. We resolve ourselves to 
help the youth in need to realize their dreams through education, vocational training, leadership 
programmes, personality development programmes, life skills and spirituality.

How We Approach Our Mission
Every person in YESJ is unique but we believe the expressed values should be the same 
in doing the work. Here at YESJ, we value RELATIONSHIPS. We, along with our target 
groups want to have a vital relationship with God, others and creation. Relationships are 
the backbone of our values.

Our values are descriptive words that reflect our attitudes, beliefs and approach 
styles that empower our target young people. We try to incorporate these values 
R.E.L.A.T.I.O.N.S.H.I.P.S.in how we approach our mission.

Respectful approach
Encouragement
Love and laughter
Acceptance
Transparency
 Involvement
Outreach orientation
Nurture
Spiritual growth
Home-like feeling
Intimacy
Professionalism
Strategic follow-up



PARISHES AND PROGRAMMES
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Only I can change my life. No one can do it for me - Carol Burnett

I am very glad that most of our parish youth groups are active. There is consistency and follow up of the groups. 
The efforts taken by the youth in their respective parishes are praise worthy. Kudos to the local teams!

We express our heartfelt gratitude to all the Parish Priests, Parish Councils, YESJ Youth teams and the individual 
youth for the support and dedication extended to make  young lives better. 

Amalapuram:
* On 18th September 2016 'Youth Leadership Camp' was conducted and then the Leadership Team was elected.

* On 23rd October 2016 on Mission Sunday, Youth organized 'Fancy Fete' and contributed Rs: 3500/-.

* On 27th November 2016 'Bible Exam' was conducted by Youth in the Parish.

* On 08th, (Feast day of the Parish) 25th  December (Christmas) 2016 and on 01st January (New Year) 2017 the 
youth played a vital role in Decorating the Church, Volunteering at the Procession of Mother Mary Statue, 
Putting up a Cultural Show and Signing in the Choir.

* On 25th December, 2016 YESJ Wings celebrated their 1st anniversary of their existence. Very many Thanks 
to Fr Sandanasamy SJ and Br Dasan SJ for initiating the group in 2015.

Darsi: 
The parish has sent four girls to attend the Magis 2016 at St Joseph's College, Bangalore. They are very grateful for the 
exposure.



PARISHES AND PROGRAMMES
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Gudlavalleru: 
*GUDYESJ  youth leadership visited all the substations of the parish and shared about the role of youth 
leadership in the society building. They also registered the youth into the parish Youth Group.
* The Youth of Gudlavalleru regularly meet after the Sunday mass to pray, read the Word and share the 
Word among themselves. They also regularly visit the sick of the parish and comfort them.

* Vinnakota Village youth took initiative and contributed towards flooring of their local church with tiles.

* Five youth from the parish attended the Magis 2016 in November at St Joseph's College, Bangalore.

* Some of the youth actively participated  at the Diocese level Christmas Festival and even bagged few prizes 
in various competitions. 

* Youth took active part in cleaning and decorating the Church during the Holy season of Christmas. 

Hindupur:
* On 05th October 2017, Fr B Bala SJ met with the few 
available youth and encouraged them to form a leadership 
team and increase the presence of youth in parish life.

Forget what we became, focus on what we're capable of becoming - Aniekee Ezekiel



PARISHES AND PROGRAMMES
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Be patient and understanding. Life is too short to be vengeful or malicious - Phillips Brooks

Kanur:
* On 30th October 2016 one day work shop on 'Marching towards Achieving one's Goals' was conducted at 
Kannur parish, Vijayawada.

Krishnapuram:
* On 06th October 2016, 'Youth Leadership Camp' was organized at Jonnakothapally.

LA, Alwal:
* The SFX YESJ youth visited Salarjung Museum and spent time together.

* On 11th September 2016, the youth have been introduced to 'Ignatian Contemplation' in order for them 
to develop personal relationship with Jesus.

* On 03rd December 2016 for the Feast of St Francis Xavier, the SFX YESJ youth have played an active role 
in helping maintain discipline: At the parking area, during the mass, queues at the Fellowship meal time, at 
the Serving counters.

* During the season of Advent, the Youth visited the Home for the Aged – Little Sisters of the Poor at Bhoiguda, 
Hyderabad. They sang Carols with the elderly, danced with them, talked with them, served them and ate with 
them.

* The youth had a great and moving visit to an Orphanage – Ayusha Nilayam. They played with the children, 
conducted games for them, invited them to exhibit their talents etc..It was a Happy Day!

* The whole of Parish was actively involved and participated in their Zonal Carols. All the Youth belonging to 
their own zones made the whole of Carols singing very exciting and Christmassy. They visited each and every 
home and brought Joy and happiness to each home.

Forget what we became, focus on what we're capable of becoming - Aniekee Ezekiel
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* The Youth have creatively organized Christmas Tree Celebrations for the Kids of the parish (Classes 1 – 10). 
Catechism teachers/sisters and School teachers were also invited. Kids were all ready and about 30-35 kids 
came to Rock and Roll the event.

PARISHES AND PROGRAMMES

Seethampeta:
* On 11th October 2016 'Youth Leadership Camp' was conducted at Jammadaguda, Seethampeta.

* The youth of Jammadaguda a substation of Seethampeta played an active role in building of the community 
centre for the use of the village and the  youth. The Centre was named after St. Francis  Xavier and was 
inaugurated on the 03rd December 2016. 

* On 21 December 2016 in the presence of Fr Selvin SJ about 27 youth of the parish were given loans as part 
of Self Help groups to buy goats and sheep.

* On 24th December 2016, the youth of Somagandi village inaugurated the audio Devotional CD titled 'Divya 
Suragalu'.

Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it - Charles R. Swindoll



Vinukonda Mission:
* On 09th October 2016 'Youth Leadership Camp' was held for the parishes of Kondramutla, Sivapuram and 
Vinukonda at Jeevalayam, Vinukonda.

* Three youth from Kondramutla Parish have actively participated in Magis 2016 held at Bangalore.

* The youth of Vinukonda mission, especially the Youth of Sivapuram have come forward to clean and 
decorate their Church for Christmas.

A confession has to be part of your new life - Ludwig WittgensteinLife is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it - Charles R. Swindoll
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PARISHES AND PROGRAMMES

Magis 2016:
 40 of our Parish and College youth handsomely represented and actively 
participated in the National Jesuit Youth Gathering - Magis 2016 from 
03rd to 07th November 2016 organized at St Joseph's College, Bangalore.



SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

* A seminar for the YCM students of Nirmala 
High School, Vijayawada was conducted 
on 07th September 2016 themed 'The 
Spirit of Giving to the Society'.

* The CEC section of Intermediate of 
Andhra Loyola College, Vijayawada had 
a seminar on 15th  September 2016 titled 
'Friendship and Relationships'.

* The Catholic students of Nirmala High School, 
Mangalagiri and St Ignatius High School, AB Palem 
devoutly participated in One Day  Student Retreat 
on 17th September 2016.

* The JMJ Formees of Guntur Province 
had rigorous training in English Phonetics 
from 21st to 22nd September 2016.

* The Loyola High School Students, 
Hindupur had a seminar 05th October 
2016 for the topic 'Goals for Life'.

In the past four months, YESJ was very active in conducting various seminars, workshops and retreats for 
High School and College going youth. The response and feed back is positive and encouraging. YESJ's efforts in 
character building of the youth does seem to impact in its own way. 

You cannot have a positive life and a negative mind - Joyce Meyer
8
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SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

* On 14th October 2016 - Fr B Bala SJ delivered 
the message for the youth of  AICSF (All India 
Christian Social Forum) on 'Oneness in Christ' 
at Ravindrabharati, Hyderabad.

*On 31st October 2016, the YSM students of Fr. 
Bianchi School, Gudivada had a seminar on 'Be the 
Change that You Want to See'.

* From 14th to15th November 2016, Work Shop on 
'Developing a Healthy and Positive Attitude in one's 
Life' was conducted for the Intermediate Students of 
St Theresa's Junior College, Eluru.

* A Seminar on 'Drawing others to Holiness' for 
the Junior Sisters of Society of St Ann (Luzern)was 
conducted on 30th December 2016 at Hyderabad.

*Semi -Christmas Messages by Fr B Bala Kumar SJ

        @ ALC Intermediate                      @MARIS STELLA COLLEGE            @ST JOHN'S SCHOOL                  @ALC New Hostel

Our entire life consists ultimately in accepting ourselves as we are - Jean Anouilh



LEADERSHIP CAMPS OF FR. JOJAYYA SJ
The marathon of running the leaderships camps for the high School students by Fr Jojayya SJ and 
Fr B Bala SJ have a steady pace. It is an amazing experience to see how the young timid and shy 
students come out of their fears at the end of the camp. Last four months they have been busy with:

*  St Joseph's High School, Khammam from 03rd to 05th of September 2016.

* St Xavier's & Loyola High Schools, Suryapet, from 28th & 29th November 2016.

*St Theresa's High School, Eluru from 18th &19th September 2016.

* St Anthony's High School, Vijayawada from 22nd & 23rd September 2016.

* Nirmala High School, Jangareddygudem, from 26th to 28th September 2016.

* Nirmala High School, Halia, from 09th to 11th November 2016.

* Loyola High School, Nallapadu, from 07th & 08th December 2016.

* Nirmala High School, Vijayawada, from 13th to 16th December 2016.

Life is really simple, but we insist on making it complicated - Confucius
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Life is really simple, but we insist on making it complicated - Confucius

VOLUNTARY IMMERSION PROGRAMME

Life is a Roller coaster, Live it, be Happy, Enjoy it - Avril Lavigne

Part of its mission to reach out to the youth, YESJ provides volunteer opportunities to people (18 yrs old 
onwards) from  local and abroad through Voluntary Immersion Programme (VIP). VIP provides placements 
in communities of all sizes, from rural villages to big cities, so you could be living in either an urban or rural 
setting. The volunteers usually stay with the local religious community and share in their mission work. 

Accommodation will vary depending on location, but wherever you are staying we will make sure it is safe 
and has all the basic amenities you need. However, it is important that you are prepared for basic living 
conditions and are adaptable to those conditions.

The immersion experiences are aimed towards a lasting impact, both on local communities and on individual 
volunteers. VIP  enables you to  challenge yourself, experience another culture and develop an attitude of 
being  'GRATEFUL'. 

The acceptance of the other with respect and being open minded  to learn and give is what VIP works 
towards.

Ms. Tatiana and Mr Theo from London took up the challenge of immersing themselves in Vinukonda mission. 
I am deeply grateful to Frs Augustine SJ,  G Jayaraj SJ and Prakash for their support and hospitality for them.
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                        Tatiana Norton: My time with the VIP program 
was one I really enjoyed and learnt a great deal from. The kindness 
and joy shown by the priests was inspiring as we were welcomed 
into their daily routine with open arms. I spent two weeks in Vinu-
konda living and eating with the priests. Between going to church 
and getting involved at school we were able to get a feel of daily life 
in Vinukonda and Guntur. We were able to visit lots of the schools 
in the local area and got a chance to sit in the classes, and even 
teach. I'm glad we were able to spend so much time with the chil-
dren where we sang, danced and played together and took so many 
selfies! It was wonderful to actually experience local life and to sit 
amongst locals and worship, and in doing so get a better understanding of a culture very different to our 
own. We were also shown great kindness by other relations of the fathers who hosted us in Hyderabad and 
Vijayawada. We were lucky enough to coincide with a French group so were able to go to the local cinema 
with them and swimming in the sea and compare each of our experiences in the country. Although a rela-
tively short time, I feel that in those weeks I learned a great deal about me, India and how others live. I only 
wish we could have spent longer there!

THEY SHARE

VIP



 

Theo Mould: The two weeks I spent on the Voluntary 
Immersion Programme was certainly the most enjoyable 
and rewarding time I had in India. When we first arrived in 
we were kindly hosted by Fr Bala’s family in their home in 
Hyderabad who gave us a great tour of the city and its sites. 
An overnight bus brought us to Vinukonda where Fr Bala 
welcomed us into his home. There he and the other fathers 
allowed us to experience the rhythm of their daily life. We 
joined the fathers for fun and entertaining meal times, visited 
the wonderful schools that the Jesuits run for children of all 
ages and abilities, and at Mass. Rather than only coming to 
teach, we were also able to immerse ourselves in the culture 

and gain an appreciation of one completely unlike our one at home. Whether that was eating the unfamiliar 
if delicious food, seeing the character of the small Christian communities in a country of so many religions 
or realizing the high value that is placed on education.  Things that we take for granted are ones seen as 
very wonderful there. At the end of our stay we had the opportunity to visit the Andhra Loyola College in 
Vijayawada and meet the students of ALCAA school and fathers that lived at the college and see another 
side to life in India. We were able to experience the culture that its often hidden when simply going from one 
tourist attraction to another. It was certainly a very special time and one that I would highly recommend.

 
bala13sj@gmail.com                  +91 86 86 72 72 02                      www.yesj.org

SCHOOLING THE HEART & MIND
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